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Introduction to the role of the 
NSPCA 

 

The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) is 

the largest animal welfare organisation in Africa and the only 
animal welfare organisation to have an act of parliament. The 

National Council of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, referred to as the NSPCA, was founded in 1955 to 

provide a forum to bring uniformity to welfare legislation and 
standards. All the SPCAs in South Africa are governed by the 

SPCA Act 169 of 1993 which is administered by the NSPCA.  

 
The NSPCA is a statutory body with specialised operational 

units and deals with national issues and enforces the Animal 
Protection Act No. 71 of 1962 throughout South Africa.  

 

The objectives of the Council are the prevention of animal 
cruelty and the promoting of good animal welfare through 

encouraging compassion, education and high standards of 
animal care and management. The NSPCA is committed to 

the protection of all animals and ensuring that their welfare 
and wellbeing is safeguarded. 

 

Animal Crime Links 
 

Animal Abuse is a Predictor of other violent abuse crimes 

Research in psychology and criminology show that acts of cruelty to animals indicate personality flaws 
and mental disturbance in the abuser. This kind of person is likely to commit a range of other 

offences. 

 All forms of animal abuse have strong connections to other control crimes such as murder, rape, 
assault, domestic violence and abuse. Typically animal abuse escalates into other crimes. 

 
 99% of convicted adult animal abusers are likely to have a conviction on other criminal activities.  

 

 100 percent of convicted sexual homicide perpetrators were involved in acts of animal abuse first. 
 

 People who neglect or abuse animals frequently subject their own children or families to similar 
hardships. 

 
 Approximately one third of abused children start abusing animals themselves. 

 

 A large percentage of families that receive counselling as a result of incidents of domestic 
violence also had animals in the home that had been abused. 

 
 More than half of reported and convicted battery of women cases reported that their abuser 

threatened or injured their animal companions. 
 

Animal Crimes are an indicator of other violent crimes and the presence of organised 
crime networks. 

 Animal crimes are frequently an indicator of other crimes such as robbery and arson and 
organised criminal networks involved in smuggling operations, drug related activities and illegal 

firearm syndicates. 

 An animal abuse perpetrator is 5 times more likely to commit  human assault or violent crime, 3 

times more likely to commit drug related crimes and 3 times more likely to commit traffic 
violations. 

           

               Legislation Index 
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“The historical development of the 
protection of animal welfare, and the role 
of the NSPCA in upholding this mandate, 
illustrates why the NSPCA plays a critical 
and unique role in our polity. Its long 
history of guarding the interests of animals 
reflects constitutional values. It has taken 
on the role of protecting animals in all of 
our interests”.     

excerpt from Constitutional Court Ruling, 2017 
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Animals Protection Act, No 71 of 1962 
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Communications Nodal point  

Sent: 04 July 2012 17:06 
To: SAPS All E-Mail Users - New 

Subject: FW: Police enforcement : Animal Protection Act 

Importance: High 

 

 
 
 
FOR ATTENTION: ALL OPERATIONAL MEMBERS 
 
POLICE ENFORCEMENT: ANIMALS PROTECTION ACT NO 71 OF 1962 
 

The National Council of Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (NSPCA) has 
expressed to the SAPS, their concern that they do not receive support from police 
officials in terms of the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962, as they do not always 
have the capacity to deal with all cases reported. 
 
It is alleged that Station Commanders inform members that they are not permitted to 
shoot / destroy animals in need of immediate destruction.  
 
Section 5 of the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962 clearly states that police 
officials have the authority to shoot / destroy animals in need of destruction. In fact, 
the police officers are obligated to act in the best interest of the animals. Police 
officials can be charged for cruelty to animals in terms of Section (2) (1) (q) and (r) of 
the aforementioned Act if animals are left to suffer. 
  
This is a serious concern that needs immediate intervention from all Station 
Commanders and needs to be brought to the attention of all operational members so 
that all police officials act within the best interest of animals and the public. 
 
Numerous cases of SAPS members abusing this Act has been reported to the 
NSPCA and some have even been reported to the media impacting negatively 
on service delivery and the image of the SAPS.  
 

We draw your attention to Section 5 of the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 
1962 -  
 

5. When police officer may destroy any animal - (1) Whenever a 
police officer is of the opinion that any animal is so diseased or 
severely injured or in such a physical condition that it ought to be 
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destroyed, he shall, if the owner be absent or refuses to consent 
to the destruction of the animal, at once summon a veterinarian or, 
if there is no veterinarian within reasonable distance, two adult 
persons whom he considers to be reliable and of sound 
judgement, and if such veterinarian or adult person after having 
duly examined such an animal certify that the animal is so 
diseased or so severely injured or in such a physical condition 
that it would be cruel to keep it alive, such police officer may 
without the consent of the owner destroy the animal or cause it to 
be destroyed with such instruments or appliances and with such 
precautions and in such a manner as to inflict as little suffering as 
practicable.  
 
(2) Any police officer who destroys any animal or causes it to be 
destroyed in the absence of the owner shall, if such owner's name 
and address are known, advise him of the destruction, and where 
the destruction of any animal takes place on any place or public 
road shall, subject to the provisions of the Animal Disease Act, 
1984 (Act No 35 of 1984), remove the carcass or cause it to be 
removed therefrom.  
 
(3) A veterinarian may in respect of any animal exercise the 
powers conferred by subsection (1) upon a police officer without 
summoning another veterinarian, police officer or any other 
person, and in respect of such of exercise of those powers the 
provisions of sub-section (2) shall apply.  
 
(4) Any expenses which may reasonably incurred by any police 
officer or veterinarian in carrying out the provisions of this section 
may be recovered from the owner of the animal in question as a 
civil debt.  
 
(5) It shall be a defence to an action brought against any person 
arising out of the destruction of any animal by him or with his 
authority, to prove that such animal was so severely injured or so 
diseased or in such a physical condition that it would have been 
cruel to have kept it alive, and that to summon a police officer or 
follow the procedure prescribed in this section would have 
occasioned unreasonable delay and unnecessary suffering to 
such animal.  

 
The Animal Protection Act No 71 of 1962 as well as a brochure of the position 
to shoot certain farm animals to avoid suffering caused to the animals are 
attached for your convenience. 
 
ORGANISATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
CORPORATE COMMUNICATION  
SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE 
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Regulation 468 
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Animal Matters Amendment Act 

Act No 42 of 1993 
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ANIMAL FIGHTING IS A CRIME 
ACTION: - Report any suspicious activity or information to the NSPCA on                

Telephone: 011 907 3590/1 or email specialinvestigations@nspca.co.za 

mailto:specialinvestigations@nspca.co.za
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Sexual Offences and Related Matters Amendment                                  

Act No 32 of 2007 

 

What is Bestiality? Sexual relations between a person and an animal 
 

Is this a criminal offence? Yes  
 

Can a person be prosecuted for this? Yes 

 

  
Sexual abuse of animals has been recognised as one of the early warning signs of 
psychological dysfunction, including conduct disorder in children and antisocial personality 
disorder in adults. There is a connection between sexual abuse of animals and sexual abuse 
of children and this type of animal abuse has also been linked with violent sex offenders, 
sadomasochistic practices, psychological and mental disorders and interpersonal human 
violence. 

 Sexual abuse of animals and bestiality is associated with psychological and mental 
disorders, low social skills as well as heightened aggressive tendencies towards 
humans, sadomasochism and sexually aggressive behaviour. 

 Animal Sexual abuse is rarely an isolated atypical sexual behaviour and perpetrators  
usually have high levels of other offences 

 
What you can do:- 
 
1. Take reports of this crime seriously 
2. Take name, phone number and address of the accused (if possible) 
3. Find out where the animal/s are and find out when this happened 
4. Report you your nearest SPCA or SAPS office immediately and insist on assistance 

5. Try and ensure the animals are not moved or hidden before an inspector arrives on 

the scene. 

6. A case must be opened at the nearest SAPS station. 

7. Contact the NSPCA (011 907 3590/1) for advice or assistance 
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Dog racing is prohibited in South Africa                                                        
in terms of the following ordinances:- 

 
 Ordinance 4 of 1949: Abolition of Dog Race Meetings and the Prohibition of Betting on Dog 

Races (Transvaal); 

 Ordinance 11 of 1986: Prohibition of Dog Races (Cape Province); 

 Ordinance 23 of 1985: Prohibition of Dog Race Meetings Ordinance (Natal); 

 Ordinance 11 of 1976: Dog Race Meetings (Orange Free State). 

 
Dog racing is illegal - regardless if there is betting or not.  

 
 

This legislation is enforced by the South African Police Service.   
 

In the event that information is obtained regarding proposed dog races the organisers should be 

contacted and informed that in terms of the legislation these activities are not permitted. Organisers 

must give confirmation in writing that this activity will not proceed. 

 

A member of SAPS should investigate the venue on the date advertised – even if the organisers have 

said they will cancel the races, to ensure that this is correct. 

 

In the event that the SAPS find a dog racing taking place then the necessary action must be taken to 

enforce the legislation. 

 

CAPE PROVINCE 
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TRANSVAAL 
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ORANGE FREE STATE 
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Illegal hunting with Dogs 
 

 
Some uncertainty exists regarding the unlawful use of dogs for hunting purposes, including associated 

regulations and law-enforcement thereof.  

 

Despite that hunting with dogs has clear roots in cultural practices and traditions, including that it is 

still prevalent in some areas, a more corrupted modernised form of hunting by illegal dog hunters and 

gamblers, labelled as ‘taxi’ hunts, is gradually becoming a more dominating spin-off compared to 

traditional means.  

 

This form of hunting is primarily carried out by urban residents (often armed) with packs of dogs and 

undertaken with minimal respect for private or state property. 

 

Summary  

These groups of hunters and associated activities cause an array of detrimental direct and indirect 

impacts on biodiversity, game populations, domestic stock and on society at large.  

 

Wildlife crimes threaten species survival and optimal ecosystem functioning, including farmer security 

via trespassing and stock theft. Collectively this has led to heightened antagonism between farmers, 

conservation authorities and other landowners.  

 

The law has failed to adequately deal with this growing problem with the result that community 

members are resorting to whatever methods necessary in an attempt to control this activity and 

protect their property. These actions are leading to increasing tension and are threatening to further 

destabilize the relationships between farmers, conservation authorities and adjacent communities.  

 

Increased crime-fighting initiatives, law enforcement and cooperative unity amongst community 

members, conservation authorities and police officers are imperative to restrict these illegal activities.  

 

Relevant legislation or other prescripts applicable for regulation purposes: 

 Stock Theft Act, 1959 (Act No. 57 of 1959) – Relates to the theft of stock, which 

provides for certain offences related to illegal hunting. 

 Refer to Section 4, Section 9 and Section 10. 

 Game Theft Act, 1991 (Act No. 105 of 1991) – Regulates the ownership of game in 

certain instances; to combat theft and wrongful and unlawful hunting, catching and taking 

into possession of game; and to provide for matters connected therewith. Refer to Section 3, 

Section 4 and Section 5. 

 
 Trespass Act, 1959 (Act No. 6 of 1959) - Relates to the prohibition of entry or presence 

upon land and entry of or presence in buildings in certain circumstances, and to provide for 

matters incidental thereto.  

 

Section 1 constitutes means of lawful entry to property. 
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 Common Law: Malicious injury to property – Relating to unlawfully and intentionally 

damaging the property of another.  

The unlawful use of hunting with dogs would constitute in a contravention of common law 

legislation. 

 

 Provincial Nature Conservation Ordinances and Acts – The use of a dog is classified as 

manner or method of hunting that requires a permit; dogs can only legally be used without a 

permit for the purpose of retrieving birds during hunting and for the purpose of following or 

searching for an animal which has been wounded in a legal hunt.  

 

Different provincial legislative provisions are in force for each province, including when nature 

conservation authorities, police officers and/or landowners may destroy a dog used in 

unlawful hunting. 

 Animals Protection Act, 1962 (Act No. 71 of 1962) – Relating to the prevention of 

cruelty to animals and provides for offences in Section 2, and more specifically for an offence 

relating to killing animals with the use of dogs:- 

Section 2 (1) g. Any person who baits or provokes any animal or incites any animal to attack 

another animal shall, subject to the provisions of this Act and any other law, be guilty of an 

offence and liable on conviction to a fine or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve 

months or to such imprisonment without the option of a fine. 

 National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004) 

(NEMBA) and Threatened or Protected Species Regulations (TOPS) - Hunting, 

catching, capturing or killing of any specimens of a listed threatened or protected species by 

any means, method or device whatsoever, including searching, pursuing, driving, lying in 

wait, luring, alluring or injuring with intent to hunt, catch, capture or kill any such specimen 

are ‘restricted activities’ and can only be done upon issue of a permit.  

Dogs can only be used for pursuing or searching for an animal wounded in a legal hunt, i.e. 

with a permit. 

 Criminal Procedure Act, 1977 (Act No 51 of 1977) – Provides that the State may seize 

certain articles, in particular those believed to be concerned in the commission of an offence, 

those which may afford evidence on an offence and those which are believed to be intended 

to be used in the commission of an offence. Refer to Section 20. 
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Animal Identification Act No 6 of 2002 
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Stock Theft Act No 57 of 1959 
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SPCA Contact Numbers 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

GAUTENG OFFICE No EMERGENCY No 

Alberton 011 907 1568 071 626 0721 

Benoni 011 894 2814/5 073 511 2261 

Boksburg 011 916 5906/7 083 763 6311 

Brakpan 011 742 2007 083 696 9052 

Carletonville 018 788 6262 064 752 6038/35 

Centurion 012 664 5644/5 072 334 9824 

Edenvale 011 974 9387 072 183 9794 

Germiston/Bedfordview 011 825 5033 082 675 0072 

Heidelberg 016 342 4114 071 994 9960 

Johannesburg 011 681 3600 083 604 1172 

Kempton Park 011 975 6537/8 079 509 7859 

Midrand 011 265 9935/6 083 441 1564 

Nigel 084 485 7029 084 485 7020 

Randburg 011 462 1610/0410 083 381 4732 

Randfontein 011 4123114 083 654 8195 

Roodepoort 011 672 0448 076 070 1400 

Sandton & Eastern 011 444 7730/1 082 460 2765 

Springs 082 668 5230 083 377 7029 

Tshwane  012 803 5219 083 453 3863 

Vanderbijlpark 016 987 1908 083 292 5862 

Vereeniging 016 422 1505 083 292 5862 

Westonaria 083 654 8195 083 654 8195 

LIMPOPO OFFICE No EMERGENCY No 

Lephalale 079 398 6784 084 506 8504 

Letaba  015 307 2611 083 628 9257 

Louis Trichardt 082 424 5712 082 965 5151 

Mokopane 015 491 3661 076 538 6291 

Phalaborwa 015 781 2415 082 494 2147 

Polokwane  015 291 1088 082 804 0065 

   

MPUMALANGA OFFICE No EMERGENCY No 

Barberton 082 462 1457 082 825 1505 

Bethal 017 647 5360 072 573 3122 

Highveld Ridge 017 632 2654 082 222 1122 

Kriel 017 648 5413 073 411 3539 

Nelspruit 013 753 3582 082 755 8687 

Middelburg 013 246 1201 084 432 6278 

White River 013 750 0240 082 706 1240 

Witbank 013 650 2321 083 657 2421 

   

KWAZULU NATAL OFFICE No EMERGENCY No 

Amanzimtoti 031 904 2424/5 072 122 7288 

Dundee & District 034 212 2851 072 949 6235 

Durban & Coast 031 579 6500 083 212 6103 

Empangeni 071 174 4746 083 482 3866 

Eshowe 087 802 1737 078 306 1439 

Greytown 072 096 9634 076 435 0615 

Kokstad 039 727 3092 076 555 6163 

Kloof & Highway 031 764 1212/3 073 335 9322 

Lower S. Coast 039 312 0962 083 222 6355 

Mooi River 033 263 1526 083 385 0807 

Newcastle 034 318 2346 071 476 1495 

Pietermaritzburg 033 386 9267/8/9 082 627 9736 

Richards Bay 035 753 2086 073 551 4564 

Sani 078 063 7699 078 063 7699 

uMngeni 033 330 4557 082 567 8297 

Vryheid 034 980 8888 072 763 4768 

   

EASTERN CAPE OFFICE No EMERGENCY No 

Amahlathi  043 683 1414 082 568 4096 

Assisi  042 295 2814 073 121 8963 

East London 043 745 1441 083 446 8682 

Graaff-Reinet 049 891 0256 083 641 9180 

Grahamstown 046 622 3233 081 836 9590 

King William’s Town 043 643 6008 082 255 4991 

Mthatha  047 531 0530 083 759 0576 

Port Alfred 046 624 1919/5065 082 676 8605 

Queenstown 045 839 2819 082 492 5588 

Uitenhage & District 041 992 4528 082 905 4716 

   

FREE STATE OFFICE No EMERGENCY No 

Bethlehem 058 303 3998 083 629 6403 

Bloemfontein 051 447 3801 078 322 8332 

Kroonstad 079 871 5947 076 817 9648 

Parys 056 811 3671 072 894 4061 

Virginia 079 776 1153 076 114 4788 

Welkom 071 403 4876 082 375 7357 

NORTHERN CAPE OFFICE No: EMERGENCY No: 

Kimberley 053 831 7625 082 376 7679 

   

WESTERN CAPE OFFICE No EMERGENCY No 

Beaufort West 073 438 6727 072 847 7312 

Breede Valley  082 229 3170 082 229 3170 

Cape of Good Hope 021 700 4140 083 326 1604 

Franschhoek 021 876 4808 083 745 5344 

Garden Route 044 878 1990/3 082 378 7384 

Paarl 021 863 2720 082 510 6387 

Swartland 022 492 2781 082 414 7153 

Swellendam 028 514 2083 084 737 1948 

Wellington 021 864 3726 082 905 9184 

Winelands 023 615 2241 083 275 8101 

NORTH WEST OFFICE No EMERGENCY No 

Klerksdorp 079 662 4330 079 808 4816 

Mafikeng 018 381 0374 079 018 9552 

Rustenburg 014 592 3181 072 933 7723 

Additional Contacts 

NSPCA 
 

P.O.Box 1320, Alberton, 1450 
Tel: 011 907 3590     Fax: 011 907 4013 
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